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11th July 2022 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

I am writing with regard to pupil attendance. Traditionally, attendance for the school has been very good and it has 

averaged at around 97%. 

Sadly, since the COVID pandemic, attendance has taken quite a dip and it is important that we work hard next year 

to bring attendance levels back to the pre-pandemic figure. 

I have shown compassion in this academic year, with regard to term time absence. I appreciate there have been 

many holidays and big family events such as weddings that have had to be rescheduled, and in many cases, these 

have been out of your hands. 

As we move into the new academic year, I will be less lenient to term-time absence and will be closely following the 

guidance from the Department for Education. This guidance is clear that term-time absence is unacceptable and 

should only be authorised in exceptional circumstances. Please follow our school policy regarding absence for leave 

requests. Unauthorised absences will be referred to Herefordshire Council. 

Parents are also encouraged to arrange medical appointments during school holidays or after school hours. 

If your child has 95% attendance, this is the equivalent of missing almost two weeks of school over 

an academic year. If their attendance is at this level from Year 1 to Year 6, that is the equivalent 

of missing an entire term of school. 

If your child has 90% absence, this is the equivalent of missing almost 4 weeks of school over an 

academic year. If their attendance is at this level from Year 1 to Year 6, that is the equivalent of 

missing two entire terms of school. 

Good punctuality is also extremely important. On top of the fact that it is a good life skill for children to learn, if 

children arrive late to school, they often miss the main teaching of the first lesson. This can have a negative impact 

on their learning for that lesson. Additionally, many children feel very uncomfortable arriving to school after 

everyone else and this often has a detrimental impact on their emotional wellbeing. 

It is a proven fact that poor attendance impacts on children’s academic progress, please give them the best chance 

at their education by ensuring their good attendance. 

Kind regards, 

Stephen Warrell 

 

Head of School 


