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14th December 2021 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

There have been a number of confirmed cases of COVID-19 across the school. At this point we believe that all 

children have had the potential to be a close contact of a confirmed case of COVID-19. 

 

It is recommended that your child is taken for a precautionary PCR test or a postal test is ordered as soon as you are 

able to do so.  Your child, and other members of your household can continue normal activities, including attending 

school, provided your child does not develop symptoms whilst awaiting the PCR result. In addition to this, the 

government advise that from Tuesday 14 December, a new national approach to daily testing for contacts of COVID-

19 is being introduced (until the end of this term). All adults who are fully vaccinated and children aged 5 to 18 years 

and 6 months, identified as a contact of someone with COVID-19 – whether Omicron or not – should take a lateral 

flow device (LFD) test every day for 7 days instead of self-isolating. Daily testing by close contacts will help to slow 

the spread of COVID-19. 

  

What to do if your child develops symptoms of COVID-19  

  

For most people, especially children, COVID-19 will be a mild illness. The most common symptoms are recent onset 

of: 

 new continuous cough and/or 

 high temperature and/or 

 a loss of, or change in, normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia) 

  

If your child develops any of these symptoms of COVID-19, they should remain at home and arrangements should be 

made for them to be PCR tested.  

Testing can be arranged online https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test or by calling 119. 

 

We strongly recommend that all adults in your household participate in routine lateral flow testing, 2 x per week, 

regardless of whether they are contacts of a COVID case or not.  You can order test kits online 

https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests 

 

The safety of the children that attend our school and their families is our priority.  We are continuing to monitor the 

situation and are working closely with Herefordshire Public Health. This letter is to inform you of the current 

situation and has a frequently asked questions section for your information. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

Stephen Warrell 

Head of School 
  

https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests
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Frequently Asked Questions 

 

What to do if your child develops one or more symptoms of COVID-19  

 

If your child develops symptoms of COVID-19, they should stay at home for at least 10 days from the day they first got 

their symptoms and book a test via https://www.nhs.uk/ask-for-a-coronavirus-test or by calling 119.  

 

All other household members should book a PCR test. If the household contacts are over 18 years and 6 months and 

have had two doses of COVID-19 vaccine at least 14 days before the contact they do not need to isolate. Children 

under 18 years and 6 months do not need to isolate.  

 

Let other contacts know so that they can take the appropriate action. 

 

 

 

How to stop COVID-19 spreading 

 

There are things you can do to help reduce the risk of you and anyone you live with getting ill with COVID-19. 

 

Do 

 Wash your hands with soap and water often – do this for at least 20 seconds  

 Use hand sanitiser gel if soap and water are not available 

 Wash your hands as soon as you get home 

 Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue or your sleeve (not your hands) when you cough or sneeze 

 Put used tissues in the bin immediately and wash your hands afterwards 

 

 

Further Information 

 

Further information is available at: https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/  
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