


Talking about Woodpeckers
The woodpecker in the myth of Romulus and Remus is another fascinating 

creature. The myth tells how this friendly woodpecker gathered food and brought 
it to the she-wolf and the boys for the babies to eat.



Talking about Woodpeckers

Today, you will write a poem about the woodpecker.

Do you know anything 
already about woodpeckers 

that will help you to 
compose this poem?



Talking about Woodpeckers

Looking at this image, use the same style of writing you did in the last lesson.

On your whiteboard or 
paper…

Jot down as many adjectives and descriptive phrases 
that spring to mind as you look at this image.

Jot down as many nouns as you can that spring to 
mind as you look at this image e.g. eyes.



Shared Writing

Which of these did you get?

Look at the nouns you have collected from the image or your imagination.

beak

feathers

claws

eyes

tail

We’ll use these to build our poem.



Shared Writing

I heard the woodpecker tap, tap, tapping on the trunk.

beak

feathers

claws

eyes

tail

Can you use the following nouns to build a poem together?

Build it like you did in the last lesson, using fronted adverbials, rich vocabulary 
and expanded noun phrases.



Similes
Similes are figures of speech where one thing is compared to another thing.

To compare, the word ‘like’ or the phrases ‘as…..….. as a…..…..’ are used.

How was she different from our typical idea of a woodpecker?

Discuss the meanings of these with your partner.

Do you know any more simile examples?

We use similes in our everyday speech.

Do you know these examples?

• I slept like a log.

• I’m as busy as a bee.

• I’m as strong as an ox.

• That went down like a lead balloon.



Pick the Best Simile

We can use similes in our writing to add richness to our descriptions.

In this game, you will be shown three similes to describe something. You 
and your partner need to decide which is the best simile and then justify 

your reasoning.



Pick the Best Simile

His tail is as bushy as a bush.

His tail is as bushy as a huge hedge.

His tail is as bushy as a flame-red 
feather duster.



Pick the Best Simile

The snake is coiled up like a hair 
ribbon around a pony tail.

The snake is coiled up like a hastily-
tied hose pipe.

The snake is coiled up like a deadly, 
twisted spring.



Pick the Best Simile

Her beak is as sharp as the tooth of a 
walrus.

Her beak is as sharp as a knife.

Her beak is as sharp as a shiny 
curled sword.



Generating Ideas
Now on your whiteboards, write a simile to describe the woodpecker’s eye.

e.g. Her eye is as shiny as a tiny, sparkly marble.

Can you incorporate a simile into your poem?



Generating Ideas

Next, you should think about the way the woodpecker moves.

Can you suggest similes or expanded noun phrases to describe her movements?

Now on your whiteboards, write a simile to describe how she flies.

e.g. She flies through the air gracefully like a ballerina of the skies.

You can choose to think about the way she 
flies through the air or how she moves when 

she is pecking away at a tree.



Drafting Your Poem
Look carefully at the Descriptive Poetry Marking Checklist and try to include 

these features when you are working on your own poem about the woodpecker.

Write your poem on the Woodpecker Poem Activity Sheet.



Editing Your Poem

Edit and improve your poem.

Do your editing work in a different colour so that you and your teacher can 
clearly see the improvements you have made.


