


Asking Questions

We are delighted to have with us here today, Paulus.

You may have heard of this man before. 
Paulus is the servant that put Romulus and 

Remus carefully in a basket in the River 
Tiber after King Amulius ordered him to 

throw them in the river.

He will be here very soon and I expect you 
would like to ask him some questions about 

what happened that day.

With your partner, jot down some 
questions to ask him on your whiteboards.



Asking Questions

Here are some question starters to help you:

Where did…?
Why did…?

How did you feel when…?

What made you…?

Describe exactly how…?

Tell me about what you saw/heard when…?



Asking Questions

We will hot seat Paulus by asking him your questions now.



Recounting Events

Notice how Paulus is recounting what happened for us.

When he answered your questions, what tense was he using?

He was using past tense.

What person was he using?

He was using the first person (from his own point of view) – using I, me, my and 
mine.



Recounting Events

What other features do you think you might find in personal recounts?

Your suggestions might include being in chronological order; including precise 
details to provide answers to who, what, where, when questions; and giving 

personal opinions.

A recount tells the story of something that has happened in the past. It describes 
what happened in chronological order.

A personal recount describes the event(s) from first-hand experience and is 
written in the first person.



Becoming Paulus

Now, you are going to take on the role of Paulus.

Can you recount events from his point 
of view?

Remember to use the past tense and 
the first person.



Exploring the Features of
A Personal Recount

Here is a checklist for writing personal recounts.

Talk about which of these you have already used today when working on the last 
task.

Did I…

Structure and Language

explain what happened, when it happened and who was there?

explain how/why the event/s happened?

write about events in chronological order?

describe thoughts and feelings?

include personal or other people’s opinions about events?



Exploring the Features of
A Personal Recount

Use the checklist to annotate this recount written in role as Paulus.

Underline, draw arrows and label around the sides of the text when you see 
certain features as explained on the Exploring the Features of a Personal Recount 
Activity Sheet.



Features Found

Which features from the checklist did you find in this personal recount?

“Now these children are the sons of Mars, God of War, so if you just kill 
them straight away, he might get angry with us. Throw the babies into 
the river. If they die from the cold and the water, it will not be us that 
has killed them but the elements instead,” he ordered.

I started to open my mouth to reason with the king but I knew my own 
life would be in danger if I were to dare to argue with him. So I picked 
up the basket with the babies inside and bowed to my king as I left the 
room.

There I was - alone with the babies for the first time. Firstly, I rocked the 
basket and smiled at them to stop them crying. Next, I made sure they 
were wrapped up warmly within the basket and I then headed out 
towards the river.



Features Found

Which features from the checklist did you find in this personal recount?

As I walked to the River Tiber, I felt overwhelmed by what I had been 
asked to do. How could I be responsible for the deaths of two innocent 
babies? I gazed down at them in their basket. They were adorable. I 
remember the way their tiny hands reached out for one another for 
comfort. I thought of my younger brothers and I knew that I could not 
throw them into the water to die. I wished that I could find a safer place 
for them but I knew I would be severely punished if I did not carry out 
the king’s instructions.

It was mid-morning by the time I reached the river. I found a place in 
the river where I knew the current was particularly gentle and where 
their upcoming journey would be as smooth as possible. Making sure that 
the babies were as well-protected as possible, I carefully placed the basket 
into the calm water. 



Features Found

Which features from the checklist did you find in this personal recount?

After that, I stood up and watched the basket bob along downstream. I 
had tears in my eyes and I prayed that the gods would be watching over 
them to keep them safe from danger. I hoped too that someone would see 
the basket and rescue the babies. When the basket had gone out of sight, 
I wiped away my tears and hurried back to the king. 

“Did you put the babies into the river?” he asked me. I told him that I 
had. I was not lying after all! I had indeed put them in the river albeit 
protected from the water as much as possible. 
“Excellent,” sneered King Amulius, rubbing his hand together in evil 
delight and he sent me out of the room. 

Not a day goes by when I do not think about what happened to those 
boys. I hope with all my heart that they are safe and I am truly sorry 
that I could not have done more for them. 


