


Talking about Wolves

On your whiteboard or paper

The wolf in the myth of Romulus and Remus is unusual in that she is presented as 
a caring, gentle creature. This is not always the case with wolves! 

Jot down as many adjectives and descriptive 
phrases that spring to mind as you look at 
this image.

Jot down as many nouns as you can think of 
when you look at this image e.g. eyes.



Using Nouns

Which of these did you get?

Look at the nouns you have collected from the image or your imagination.

nose

legs

fur

eyes

jaws teeth

We’ll use these to build our poem.



Using Nouns
Can you spot the nouns that inspired this writing?

They are buried within the poem.

I saw a wolf sniffing among the trees,

Twinkling eyes through the crisp snow,

I could see her clearly.

Athletic pose pointed towards the buried pathway.

She opened her jaws,

Wide,

Like a deep valley.

A frozen statue with a thick coat of grey fur,

I stood completely still,

Admiring those lethal fangs.



Using Nouns
Can you spot the nouns that inspired this writing?

They are buried within the poem.

I saw a wolf sniffing among the trees,

Twinkling eyes through the crisp snow,

I could see her clearly.

Athletic pose pointed towards the buried pathway.

She opened her jaws,

Wide,

Like a deep valley.

A frozen statue with a thick coat of grey fur,

I stood completely still,

Admiring those lethal fangs.

noseeyes

legs

jaws

fur

teeth



Exploring Ideas
On a whiteboard/paper, and using your nouns as a starting point, can you build 

the start of a poem about the she-wolf from the story?

How was she different from our typical idea of a wolf?

nose

legs
fur

eyes

jaws teeth



Improving Sentences
What initial ideas did you come up with? Share them together.

Now let’s play with some of the poetry lines…

Can you change the order of the words within the line? How does it sound now?

She walked along the edge of the river.

legs

Along the edge of the river, she walked.



Improving Lines of Poetry

Adding a fronted adverbial like this example, tells the reader more about 
how/when/why the she-wolf was walking.

Along the edge of the river, she walked.

We can use the acronym ‘ISPACE’ to help us to write different kinds of fronted 
adverbials that begin in a variety of ways.

I

S

P

A

C

E

-Ing verb e.g. Hunting for a few scraps of food,…

Simile e.g. Like a prowling lion,…

Preposition e.g. By the river bank,…

Adverb e.g. Viciously,…

Conjunction e.g. Since she was feeling hungry,…

-Ed verb e.g. Exhausted,…



Improving Lines of Poetry

On a whiteboard, have a go at using ‘ISPACE’ to add some different 
fronted adverbials to this line.

………………………………………., she walked.

Now, have a go at adding some fronted adverbials of your own to your 
line of poetry.

How do they sound?

Remember, we put a comma after the fronted adverbial.



More Improvements
Now we are going to work on improving our ideas even further by replacing the 

verb. Can you think of a more powerful verb or an alternative to ‘walked’?

Which verb do you think works best and why?

Discuss this with a partner.

roamed

paced patrolled
trekked

wandered

Along the edge of the river, she walked.

Did you think of synonyms such as…



More Improvements

Look at your improved line of poetry with the changes you have already made.

What about the river?

Could we add in an expanded noun phrases here to describe the river in more 
detail? Share your ideas with a partner.

Along the edge of the river, she patrolled.

Along the edge of the crystal clear river, she patrolled.

Along the edge of the crystal clear river with the fast-moving current, she patrolled.

Here we have also added a prepositional 
phrase to expand the noun even further.



Writing Your She-Wolf Poem

Now, we are going to see if we can use some of the skills we have developed 
during this lesson to help you to write a descriptive poem about the she-wolf.

Write your poem about the she-wolf on the She-Wolf Poem Activity Sheet.

• Think about these nouns to inspire your writing: nose, legs, fur, eyes, jaws, 
teeth.

• Try to use fronted adverbials to describe how, when or where something is 
happening.

• Try to use short lines among longer lines in the poem to add variety and 
increase suspense.

• Remember that you don’t always need to use capital letters, commas and full 
stops in poetry.

• Describe your nouns using expanded noun phrases.

• Use more ambitious synonyms for verbs.


