
Number Trail



Success Criteria

Aim
• I can solve missing number problems.

• I know what inverse means.

• I can use the inverse to find missing numbers.

• I can solve problems involving missing numbers.

• I can solve problems using known number facts.



What does inverse mean?

Inverse means the opposite 
or the reverse of.

People can use the inverse 
to help solve missing 

number problems.

Using Clues

54



The inverse of addition

The inverse of multiply

is subtraction. 

is division.

Using Clues



Let’s have a go at using the inverse to 
solve missing number problems.

Using Clues







? + 25 = 60 To find the missing number, we 
can use the inverse.

The inverse of addition 
is subtraction.60 - 25 = 35

60 - 35 = 25
The addition calculation 
must be correct as the 

subtraction calculations 
are correct.

The missing number is 35. 

Using Clues



539 + ? = 895 To find the missing number, we 
can use the inverse.

The inverse of addition 
is subtraction.895 - 539 = 356

895 - 356 = 539
The addition calculation 
must be correct as the 

subtraction calculations 
are correct.

The missing number is 356. 

Using Clues



? - 45 = 34 To find the missing number, we 
can use the inverse.

The inverse of subtraction              
is addition.

Maths Strategy:

Add the tens first, and 
then add the ones.

34 + 45 = 79

45 + 34 = 79
The subtraction calculation 

must be correct as the addition 
calculations are correct.

The missing number is 79. 

Using Clues



539 - ? = 201 For these types of missing 
number sentences, we need to 
find the number that has been 

subtracted.

To do this, we need to find the 
missing number in the inverse 

calculation

201 + ? = 593

593 – 201 = 392
Therefore, we need to use 

subtraction to find the missing 
number

Using Clues



201 + 392 = 593 The subtraction calculation 
must be correct as the addition 

calculations are correct.

392 + 201 = 593

Using Clues

The missing number is…

392



Spot the Number

On the following slides, 
you will see a missing 

number problem.

Can you spot the missing 
number that is hidden 

somewhere on the slide? 



Spot the Number

39 +   ?   = 93

122

126

54

69 96



Spot the Number

?  + 293 = 404

697

111

91

217

212



Spot the Number

?  - 32 = 45

75

46

13

86

77



Spot the Number

?  - 502 = 109

611

407

621

393

512



Spot the Number

95 - ?   = 84

21

1

109

11 179



Spot the Number

54   - 2?       =    27

27 8 
ones

6 
ones

7 
ones7 

tens



Spot the Number

25   +    ? 6     =    71

46 4 
tens

1 ten

4 
ones3 

tens



Spot the Number
Missing number problems 

are hidden around the 
learning environment.

Your task is to find and 
answer all of the 16 hidden 
missing number problems. 

Record your answer using the 
Number Trail Record Sheet.

Can you find them all?



Spot the Number



100 = ? - 97

What is the missing number?

Missing Number

100 = 197 - 97



1? + ?7 = 52

What is the missing number?

Missing Number

15 + 37 = 52



45 + ? = <100

What could the missing number be?

Missing Number

Any number 54 or less



57 = ?5 - 38

What could the missing number be?

Missing Number

57 = 95 - 38



Success Criteria

Aim
• I can solve missing number problems.

• I know what inverse means.

• I can use the inverse to find missing numbers.

• I can solve problems involving missing numbers.

• I can solve problems using known number facts.




