
Mega Mathematician



Success Criteria

Aim
• I can use inverse operations to check answers to a calculation.

• I know what ‘inverse’ means.

• I can write the inverse of a number sentence.

• I can use the inverse to check answers to a calculation.



How to Train a Mathematician

What does ‘inverse’ mean? 

Inverse means the opposite 
or the reverse of.

People use the inverse to check 
answers to questions.



How to Train a Mathematician
The inverse of addition

The inverse of multiplication

is subtraction. 

is division.



How to Train a Mathematician

Let’s have a go at using the inverse to 
check the answer to a calculation.



47 + 52 = 99 

How to Train a Mathematician

To check the answer, we 
can use the inverse.

The inverse of addition 
is subtraction.99 - 47 = 52 

99 - 52 = 47 
The addition calculation 
must be correct as the 

subtraction calculations 
are correct.

47 + 52 is definitely equal to 99. 



532 – 344 = 188

How to Train a Mathematician

To check the answer, we 
can use the inverse.

The inverse of subtraction 
is addition.188 + 344 = 532

532 – 344 = 188
The subtraction                 

calculation must be               
correct as the addition 
calculation is correct.

532 - 344 = 188 is correct.



452 – 329 = 132

How to Train a Mathematician

To check the answer, we 
can use the inverse.

The inverse of subtraction 
is addition.132 + 329 = 461

The addition calculation 
gives a different answer 
therefore the subtraction 

calculation must be incorrect.

The actual answer is 452 – 329 = 123.



The Clock Is Ticking

Complete as many calculations on the slide, 
remembering to use the inverse operation to 

check your answers.  

Are you ready?



458 + 492 = 950

953 + 239 = 1192

593 – 325 = 268

59 + 294 = 353

46 + 83 = 129

83 – 38 = 45

493 – 285 = 208

The Clock Is Ticking
Complete as many calculations on the slide, remembering to use the 
inverse operation to check your answers before the timer runs out.  

Start End

458 + 492 =

953 + 239 =

593 – 325 =

46 + 83 =

83 – 38 =

59 + 294 =

493 – 285 =



Mega Mathematician
Your task is to complete a range of questions. 

Remember to check the answers to the questions using the 
inverse operation as demonstrated earlier in the lesson.

Are you ready to be a Mega Mathematician?



Calculating…

On the next slides, you will see a number.

Create a number sentence that will produce the number on the slide.

Then, check your calculation using the inverse.



Calculating…

Create a number sentence that will produce the number on the slide.

Then, check your calculation using the inverse.

67



Calculating…

Create a number sentence that will produce the number on the slide.

Then, check your calculation using the inverse.

85



Calculating…

Create a number sentence that will produce the number on the slide.

Then, check your calculation using the inverse.

100



Calculating…

Create a number sentence that will produce the number on the slide.

Then, check your calculation using the inverse.

250



Calculating…

Create a number sentence that will produce the number on the slide.

Then, check your calculation using the inverse.

132



Calculating…

Create a number sentence that will produce the number on the slide.

Then, check your calculation using the inverse.

198



Calculating…

Create a number sentence that will produce the number on the slide.

Then, check your calculation using the inverse.

1000



Success Criteria

Aim
• I can use inverse operations to check answers to a calculation.

• I know what ‘inverse’ means.

• I can write the inverse of a number sentence.

• I can use the inverse to check answers to a calculation.




