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NOTE FOR PARENTS/CARERS We hope you and your children enjoy these activities. Dip in and out, 
try things out, pick and choose what works for you and your children. You don’t have to attempt 

them all! Most of all, have fun together.  
We recommend that YouTube videos are reviewed before children access them as, 

occasionally, inappropriate comments may be posted after we’ve viewed them. 
 
HELLO MUSIC MAESTROS!  
How did you get on with last week’s activities? Did you all have fun making art and music with 

Kandinsky? How did you get on making your own graphic scores? This week, we’re being sound 

detectives again, finding out more about the science behind sound. Remember: we are including 

plenty of activities each week so you can just dip in and try the activities that interest you.  

 

Singing   

Learn ‘Spaceman Sid’ with Catherine, one of our friends at Dudley Performing Arts: 
Teaching Spaceman Sid - YouTube 
 

Now sing with the backing:  Performance Spaceman Sid Part 2 - YouTube 

 

 
Listening  

 Watch this video to find about more about how sound works: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/znjd7ty 

  When the drinking straws are shorter do the sounds get higher or lower? Answer at the 

 end of  these notes. 

  Listen to the amazing Alasdair Malloy playing an unusal instrument made out of glasses 

 filled with different amounts of water! 

The Voice: Louder on Two - Alasdair Malloy with will.i.am - YouTube 

  When a film composer was looking for the perfect music to describe astronauts floating in 

 space, he asked Alasdair to play his glass instruments. Find out more here: 

hmv.com's Gravity takeover - How wine glasses formed a key part of the film's score - 

YouTube 

 Why do you think these glass instruments are good to describe floating in space? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nIm8TU78vco&list=PL3eTyY68iYYjNjBcNJEYemhzuBa6axsx-&index=217
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1F5CElK5_3c&list=PL3eTyY68iYYjNjBcNJEYemhzuBa6axsx-&index=216
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/znjd7ty
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=708-opv093k&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ug5hVuIYH-M&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ug5hVuIYH-M&feature=emb_logo


Composing 
 

Use some of the sounds you have found to make a space adventure soundscape. You could 
write down the sounds you use or draw pictures to describe them: 
 

Space Adventure  What sounds will you use… loud or quiet, 
fast or slow, long or short? 

Countdown 
 

 
 
 

Rocket blasts off  
 
 

Rocket zooms up into space  
 
 

Rocket floats through space  
 
 

Rocket zooms back to earth   
 
 

Rocket splashes into the sea  
 
 

Go on a scavenger hunt to find things that make sounds around your house or 

classroom. Remember to get permission from whoever looks after you first. 



An Experiment with Sound: Ear Gongs!  

Get an adult to help with this brilliant and easy science experiment from the team at 
the Science Museum in London: 
 
https://learning.sciencemuseumgroup.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/SMG-Learning-
Activities-Ear-Gongs.pdf 
 

• Describe the sounds you made . . . let us know what you think.  

• If you tried different objects, which made the best sound? 
 

 

 Kaboom Bottleophone!  

 

Cat and Josh our Kaboom Percussion friends have made an amazing instrument called a 
“bottleophone” using plastic bottles filled with different amounts of air (a bit like Alasdair 
with his glasses filled with different amounts of water). Wow! Spot the Disney tunes! 
 
Disney Medley on Plastic Bottles:  Disney Medley on Plastic Bottles 2.0 - YouTube 
 
 
 
 

We would love to see video clips of you taking part in any of our activities and to share them 
on our social media channels. Grownups who look after you would need to do this. Send to - 
info@encore-enterprises.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Answers: 
When the straws are shorter, the pitch gets higher.  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

https://learning.sciencemuseumgroup.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/SMG-Learning-Activities-Ear-Gongs.pdf
https://learning.sciencemuseumgroup.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/SMG-Learning-Activities-Ear-Gongs.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=17Lb-5HWLSA
mailto:info@encore-enterprises.com

