
 

 
 
 
 

Home Learning Music Activities 

KS2 Years 3 & 4 - Spring Term – Week 3 
 
 
NOTE FOR PARENTS/CARERS We hope you and your children enjoy these activities. Dip in and out, try things 
out, pick and choose what works for you and your children. You don’t have to attempt them all! Most of all, 

have fun together.  
We recommend that YouTube videos are reviewed before children access them as, occasionally, 

inappropriate comments may be posted after we’ve viewed them. 
 
HELLO MUSIC MAESTROS!  
How are you all doing? We’ve really enjoyed hearing how much fun you’ve been having being musical. 
Well done!   
 

This week we are going to explore some of your history topics through music. A bit of Stone Age ‘rock 
and roll’ or some knights in armour with their favourite ‘heavy metal’ perhaps? (Hmmm… maybe we 

should stick with the music and leave the jokes to people who are actually funny!)       
 

Singing 
This week, as well as suggesting some songs for you to try, we thought we’d include a few more tips to 
help you improve your singing. We have a few different songs for you to choose from. You might like to 
choose one that links to the history topic you’re learning about or one you most like the look of!   
  
Warm Up  
Just like with PE, it’s really important to warm up before you sing. Do you have a favourite warm up that 
you sing at school? If you can’t think of one, this is lots of fun! Choonbaboon Fun Singing Warm Up 2 - 
YouTube  
  
The Romans  
You will love this song from our friends at ‘Sing Up’. Featuring lots of great facts about the Romans and 
their lives, you can sing and sign along. Just like a Roman - YouTube  
 
Once you are warmed up, have a go at singing the echo parts in the chorus. See if you can sign along with it 
too. You’ll pick it up really quickly. Once you’ve got the hang of the chorus, try each verse in turn.   
  
Stone Age  
If you’re learning about The Stone Age, here is a fun version of the Queen song, ‘We Will Rock You’.   
We will rock you! Stone Age Song with vocals - YouTube  
 
There are quite a lot of words to fit in! One of the tricks to being able to get your mouths round songs with 
lots of words is to really overdo the word shapes – as if you are trying to mouth the words to 
someone at the other side of the room. It feels a bit weird, but it works really well!   
   
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rm3mHp7cWbw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rm3mHp7cWbw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lYdoqFmJf6o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iuSf5oq5OOo


 

The Ancient Egyptians  
This song is based on the 1986 hit ‘Walk Like an Egyptian’ by The Bangles. The original is not about Ancient 
Egypt. But this one is.  Walk like an Ancient Egyptian! - YouTube  
 
There are some very unusual words in here to get your lips around, like ‘Tutankhamun’. This is pronounced 
Toot-an-car-moon! This song is great for practicing your dynamics (the musical word for loud and soft) and 
having fun making all the different sounds in the ‘way oh’ bits. There’s also a section to practice your 
whistling!  
 
 

Listening and Appraising 
We can’t have a history theme without listening to some Horrible Histories songs! Click on this link 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/watch/horrible-histories-song-vikings-literally?collection=horrible-histories-
songs to watch and listen to ‘The Vikings - Literally’. Enjoy! 
 
Did you know…. rock and roll musicians sometimes refer to a guitar as an ‘axe’. Why does knowing this add 
an extra layer of fun to the song?  
 

Do any of your family listen to music that sounds a bit like this in style (soft rock)? If so, ask them if they 
have a favourite band or song. Maybe listen to a song with them. Ask them what they like about it?    
 

Click on the link to listen to ‘Marcus Licinius Crassus – Minted’  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/watch/horrible-histories-song-marcus-licinius-crassus-
minted?collection=horrible-histories-songs 
   
This song is about Marcus Licinius Crassus, commander of the army in ancient Rome. He was rumoured to 
be the richest man in the Empire at that time.  
 
Questions 

1. What style is the song? (Answer at the end of these notes) 
2. What makes rap music different from other styles of music? (Answer at the end of these notes) 
3. Listen carefully to the lyrics. What do we learn about Marcus Licinius Crassus?  
4. Why do you think the composer wrote a song about a very rich man in the style of a rap? 

 
CREATE: Think of a character you are learning about in history. Write some rap lyrics about that person. 
Perform your rap. You’ll find some backing tracks to rap along to here: 
https://soundcloud.com/freehiphopbeatsforyou  
 
 

Composing 
If we asked you to explain what a composer is, what would you say? Here’s a clue; we get our word 
‘composer’ from the Latin word ‘compono’ which means ‘one who puts together’. Composers ‘put 
together’ or write music in all sorts of styles and especially classical music. So now you know!  
 
We’ve got two composing activities for you to choose from. You’ll need some extra family or friends to 
help you with both. 
 
Iron Age Celts 
When we are learning about a topic in history, we often encounter amazing new words. It can be a lot of 
fun to use these words to create rhythmic compositions. We’ll show you how using words from the Iron 
Age, Bronze Age and Celts. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PUyk4VNzUMc
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/watch/horrible-histories-song-vikings-literally?collection=horrible-histories-songs
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/watch/horrible-histories-song-vikings-literally?collection=horrible-histories-songs
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/watch/horrible-histories-song-marcus-licinius-crassus-minted?collection=horrible-histories-songs
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/watch/horrible-histories-song-marcus-licinius-crassus-minted?collection=horrible-histories-songs
https://soundcloud.com/freehiphopbeatsforyou


 

  
First, make a list of your favourite words. You might know some already or you could research some. If you 
get stuck, you could look at the vocabulary mats on this website. 
http://www.communication4all.co.uk/http/History.htm Here is the link to the Iron Age / Celts vocabulary 
mat. http://www.communication4all.co.uk/History/Celts%20Word%20Mat.pdf It looks like this. 

 

 
 
The words you choose should be pleasing to say like ‘arn’, ‘rotary quern’, ‘round house’. (These are words 
we found when researching the Iron Age Celts). 
  
Have lots of fun saying the words in different ways and in different voices. Overdo the annunciation of the 
words (the sounds the words make) to make them more fun to say and to make them clearer. 
  
Next, put the words into a pattern or sequence e.g. ‘Arn, roundhouse, rotary quern, roundhouse’. Try to 
clap each syllable (part of the word) as you say the words. Then have a go at tapping these syllables on a 
table or chair. Could you find other objects to use as percussion instruments, for example, tapping a 
saucepan with a spoon? 
  
The next step is to build up several sequences until you have four or maybe even eight patterns of words 
that you can play one after another to create a piece of music. Experiment with play the sequences in a 
different order. If you have family members who’d like to get involved, they could join in with you. Try 
giving each player a different sequence, played with a different sound. You could even record yourself 
playing one sequence and then play different ones over the top of that. The possibilities are endless… 

 
The Environment 
If you’d like a break from history, try this. 
 
In this activity, a group of children who’ve never composed music before, work as a team to produce a 
short piece performed entirely using their voices and clapping. Their inspiration comes from the 
environment around them, in particular, a graffitied wall which is full of colour. Could you use the place 
where you live for inspiration? 
 
The children turn what they see into rhythmic patterns and layer up the sounds to create a composition. 
You’ll be amazed how a few simple patterns can become an exciting piece of music. Click here to find out 
what to do: 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/music-ks3-composing-a-piece-of-music-using-unpitched-
percussion/zfdmpg8 

 

http://www.communication4all.co.uk/http/History.htm
http://www.communication4all.co.uk/History/Celts%20Word%20Mat.pdf
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/music-ks3-composing-a-piece-of-music-using-unpitched-percussion/zfdmpg8
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/music-ks3-composing-a-piece-of-music-using-unpitched-percussion/zfdmpg8


 

ACTIVITY: Why not research some famous composers? There are loads you could choose. Start your 
research here: Classics For Kids How about finding out about Beethoven or Tchaikovsky, for example? Click 
here 10 best pieces of classical music for kids - Classic FM and choose a piece to listen to. Why not tell someone 
you live with how you feel after listening to the music? 
 
 

Making and Performing 
Do you know what a sistrum is? Thought not! It’s a hand-held percussion instrument that was played by 
Egyptian court musicians when they entertained the pharaohs and their very important guests. The sistrum 
was also used by the Romans during religious ceremonies. Instead of shaking it like you play maracas, the 
sistrum was moved back and forth so the rattles or jingles on the instrument created a “swooshing” 
sound.  
 

Here's how to make your own wooden sistrum. You’ll need to ask an adult to help you find the materials 
and make it. 
 
First, you just need to find the right branch in the shape of a "Y", then add the wires plus the jingles.  
 

Activity 1: Make a sistrum 

Here are items you’ll need to make a wooden sistrum.   
 

-A tree branch shaped like a “Y”   
-Assorted buttons, jingle bells or metal washers  
-A small amount of floral wire, fishing twine or embroidery thread  
-A wire-cutter (Ask an adult to help if you are using these!)  
 
1. Thread different kinds of buttons, jingle bells or metal washers onto a 
small piece of floral wire or any type of thin wire. (You can also use fishing 
twine or embroidery thread, but wire is better at keeping the bangles in 
place.)   
2. Tie or secure the wire in place on each side of the branch by twisting 
the wire securely around the branch (making sure no pointy parts are 
sticking out).   
3. You can now decorate your instrument. Try out your instrument. It 
should make a pleasing sound when “swooshed” from one side to  

        another. Enjoy! 
 
Activity 2: Listen and play along  
Click on the link below, follow the clip and learn how to play the sistrum.  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G7pYdPOS4yw 

 
All of us at Encore Music Service would love to see video clips of you taking part in any of this week’s 
activities and share them on our social media channels. Remember, you must get permission from whoever 
looks after you first! Send to info@encore-enterprises.com  
 
 
ANSWERS 
Listening and Appraising – ‘Marcus Licinius Crassus – Minted’ 

1. Rap 
2. Rap is a style of popular music, developed by disc jockeys and urban Black performers in the late 1970s. It has a strong 

recurring beat pattern in the background over which rhyming lyrics are spoken.  

https://www.classicsforkids.com/composers/composers_az.php?id=D
https://www.classicfm.com/discover-music/best-classical-music-for-kids/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G7pYdPOS4yw
mailto:info@encore-enterprises.com

