


Planning a Newspaper Report



Success Criteria

Aim
• I can plan a newspaper report.

• I can use and understand the present perfect tense.

• I know the features of a newspaper report.

• I can plan a newspaper report, thinking carefully about what to include 
in each paragraph.

• I can write some sentences in the present perfect tense and understand 
how this is different to the simple past tense. 



You already know that the simple past tense is 
mostly used in newspaper reports.

When you are writing a newspaper report, some of the quotations you include 
and some of your reporting may include the present perfect tense.

The Present Perfect Tense 

The simple past tense is used when something happened 
once and it is all over now.                                            

The hedgehogs crossed the road. Motorists stopped and stared in 
amazement. 



The Present Perfect Tense 

The present perfect tense is used when talking about something that started in  
the past but might be true now too or affects something that happens today.

Gladys is still a crossing patrol officer so we 
need to use the present perfect. 

Simple past

Gladys was a crossing                    
patrol officer.

Present perfect

Gladys has worked as a crossing patrol 
officer since 2003.



The Present Perfect Tense 

Gladys has worked as a crossing patrol officer since 2003.

The present perfect tense is used when talking about something that started in  
the past but might be true now too or affects something that happens today.

The present perfect uses the 
relevant form of have…

followed by the past participle 
(usually formed by add the suffix -ed 

or -en to the verb).



Know Your ‘Haves’

Do you know what form of ‘have’ goes with each of these?

Jot them down.

I have

You

He

have

has

has

have

have

She

They

We



Using the Present Perfect

Let’s make sentences including the present perfect tense. 

I have
You have
He has
She has

They have
We have

driven

With this past participle, we could make the sentence…

I have driven this route for years now and                                                        
I have never seen such a sight!



Using the Present Perfect

Choose a word from the wheel 
wheel to get a past participle then 
make up a sentence in the present 

perfect tense. 
Write your sentence.

I have
You have

He has

It would be even better if you could write a 
sentence based on ‘The Hodgeheg’.

She has
They have
We have



Show What You Can Do

Now complete Writing in the Present Perfect Tense Activity Sheet
to practise this skill. 



Planning a Newspaper Report

We will be writing our own newspaper reports. What things do you think we 
should remember to include?



Planning a Newspaper Report

Here is a checklist for writing a newspaper report.
We will use this to help us with planning a report. 

Did I…

include the name of the newspaper?

include a headline?

include an introductory paragraph that includes the 5 Ws?

include pictures with captions?

include facts about the main events?

write in third person and past tense?

include quotes written as direct speech?

include a conclusion paragraph to explain what might happen next?

You can just write 
in the simple past 

but if you can write 
at least two present 
perfect sentences, it 
would make your 

writing even better.



Planning a Newspaper Report

We are going to write a newspaper report based around the part in                        
‘The Hodgeheg’ where Max causes a milk van to crash.

Read again the last few pages of Chapter 6 to remind you of the event.



Imagine You Were There

With someone at home, you will take it in turns to ask the other person about 
what they saw at the scene. This will give you some good ideas for quotations to 

include in your newspaper report. 

One of you will pretend to be a reporter while                                                      
the other person takes on the role of a witness.

Reporters, you might like to ask…

Who are you?

What were you doing at the scene?

What did you hear?

What did you see?

How did you feel?

Where did the hedgehog go?

Characters, you might like to pretend to be…

the milkman

a passing cyclist

a child walking to school

a motorist driving to work 

a person out walking their dog

Swap roles.



Time to Plan

You will now have some time to plan on your Newspaper Report Planning 
Activity Sheet.



Success Criteria
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• I can plan a newspaper report.
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