
Settings



Success Criteria

Aim
• I can explore a story setting. 

• I can discuss my understanding of the book. 

• I can explore how a setting is described in the text.

• I can improve a description of a setting, using a checklist to help me.



First Chapters

Read Chapters 1, 2 and 3 of ‘The Hodgeheg’ by Dick King-Smith.

Discuss your answers to each 
question with your talk partner.

Did you enjoy the start of the story?

Jot down key words on your 
whiteboards in response to the 
questions about the first three 

chapters.

These are on the next slide but also 
on Understanding the First Three 

Chapters Activity Sheet.



First Chapters

1. What information does the reader find out in the opening line?

2. How is this information linked to the problem that needs to be solved in the 
book?

3. Name the characters that are introduced in the first three chapters.

4. At what time of day does Max slip out of his garden?

5. On page 13, Max considers returning home. What stops him?

6. What vehicle hits Max?

7. How does Max feel after he has been hit and what impact does this have once 
he gets home? 



First Chapters

What answers did you come up with?

1. What information does the reader find out in the opening line?

The read finds out that Auntie Bessie has been killed.

2. How is this information linked to the problem that needs to be solved in the 
book?

Auntie Bessie has suffered the fate of many of the hedgehogs trying   
to cross the road. The problem that needs to be solved in the book is 
how the hedgehogs can safely cross the road. 

3. Name the characters that are introduced in the first three chapters.

Ma, Pa, Peony, Pansy, Petunia, Max, lorry driver, cyclist.

4. At what time of day does Max slip out of his garden?

He slips out at evening rush hour.

5. On page 13, Max considers returning home. What stops him?

He was at the point of going home when he saw what he was looking 
for. He saw humans safely crossing the road at a zebra crossing. 

6. What vehicle hits Max?

The lorry drives over him but it is the bicycle which hits him. 

7. How does Max feel after he has been hit and what impact does this have once 
he gets home? 

Max has a headache after his accident. He also is unaware of what is 
happening around him as it says ‘He remembered nothing of..’ when 
his journey home is narrated. He is dazed and has to use his sense of 
smell to struggle home. His thoughts and words are muddled  
following his accident. 



Exploring Settings

Two settings are described within the first three chapters of the book.

Can you analyse the way that the 
road setting is described in Chapter 

2?

Go through Chapter 2 together, 
looking really carefully at how the 

road setting is presented to the 
reader, and note the features you 
find on the Exploring a Setting 

Activity Sheet.



Exploring Settings

What did you find out about how the street setting                                           
is described in Chapter 2?

Descriptions of What Can Be Seen

Cars and motorbikes, buses and lorries, 
their lights, street lamps, glaring 
lights, humans, shadows, row of shops, 
pavements and road, tall chequered 
pole with a flowing orange globe on 
top, striped lines on road.

Descriptions of What Can Be Heard

Sea of noise, traffic thundered past, a 
din, noisy monsters.

Descriptions of What Can Be Felt

Terrifyingly close it seemed to him, 
confused and dazzled, hammering 
heart, cautious.

Adjectives to Describe the Atmosphere

The atmosphere of a noisy, busy street 
with lights glaring is created through 
the use of adjectives to describe some 
of the things within the settings. E.g. 
Brightly lit, noisy.

Descriptions of the Time of Day

Dusk, evening, rush hour.

Descriptions of the Weather

No – there aren’t any.

How do sentences vary in length and 
type?

The sentences vary in length and start 
in different ways. Some questions are 
also included to show Max’s point of 
view.



Improving a Description of a Setting

Here is a made up description of the garden of Number 5A.
Let’s use the checklist to evaluate it. How could it be improved? 

It was cold. The hedgehogs 
were huddled together in the 
flowerbed in the garden of 
Number 5A. Max looked 
around him. The flowers 

around him were beautiful. 
There were dahlias and roses. 
He felt happy to be with his 
family but he shivered with 

the cold. He felt that the earth 
beneath his paws was damp. 

Does this description…

describe what can be seen? Yes

describe what can be heard? No

describe what can be felt?

Feelings – he felt happy 
Sensory feelings – he 
felt the damp earth 
under his paws.

use adjectives to describe 
atmosphere?

No

describe the time of day? No

describe the weather? Yes

use different types of 
sentences?

Mostly short sentences. 
This could be improved.

Yes

No

Feelings – he felt happy 
Sensory feelings – he felt 
the damp earth under his 
paws.

No

No

Yes

Mostly short sentences. 
This could be improved.



Now It’s Your Turn

Show that you understand how to write an effective story setting description by 
improving the piece of writing on your Improving a Descriptions of a Setting 

Activity Sheet.



Success Criteria

Aim
• I can explore a story setting. 

• I can discuss my understanding of the book. 

• I can explore how a setting is described in the text.

• I can improve a description of a setting, using a checklist to help me.




