
Uncle B



Success Criteria

Aim
• I can write an effective character description.

• I can use drama and evidence from the text to explore characters.

• I can explore contrasting descriptions of characters. 

• I can use a checklist to help me write an effective character description.



What Does Pa Think of Uncle B?

Read Chapters 6 and 7 of ‘The Hodgeheg’ by Dick King Smith.

Can you discuss the answers to these questions by looking for the answers              
from the start of Chapter 6?

1. What is meant by ‘full of himself and Munchimeat’?

2. What does Pa think his neighbour has come to talk about when he first hears 
his voice?

3. What does Pa think of Uncle B up until the end of page 49?

Answers



What Does Pa Think of Uncle B?

1. What is meant by ‘full of himself and Munchimeat’?

2. What does Pa think his neighbour has come to talk about when he first hears 
his voice?

3. What does Pa think of Uncle B up until the end of page 49?

Pa is ‘full of himself’ because he is pleased with himself for acquiring a good 
meal. He is full of Munchimeat because he has eaten all of his neighbour’s dog  
food because the neighbour was not there when Pa went next door to explore.

He thinks he has come to complain (and perhaps start a fight) about Pa 
stealing his dog food. 

Pa doesn’t like the look of him. He thinks Uncle B is looking for a fight and he 
thinks he is being nosy about what they are talking about as he growls at him 
that it is a family matter. 



When Pa finds out how kind his neighbour has been to Max, his opinion                        
of him changes.

Things Change

With your talk partner, look at 
Chapters 6 and 7 particularly to 

gather all the information you can 
about Uncle B as a character. If you 

have time, you could also look at 
the end of Chapter 5 (from page 42) 

to gather evidence.

Write your findings on Uncle B: 
Evidence in the Text Activity Sheet. 



Uncle B’s Actions, Thoughts and Feelings

• He seems embarrassed when asked if 
he noticed anything strange about 
Max.

• He helped Max by advising him how to 
get home. 

• He caught lots of food in the Park. 
• He knows Pa is stealing his dog food. 

(He looked at Pa with a glint in his eye 
when mentioning the subject.)

• He came to visit 5A twice to ask about 
Max.

• He is worried about Max.
• He invited the hedgehogs to play in his 

garden. 
• He admires Max’s spirit.

Uncle B’s Personality

• Polite (He says, “Excuse me,” to Ma and Pa)
• Helpful (He helped Max when he was lost)
• Kind and aware of others’ feelings (He tells 

Ma and Pa to try not to worry)
• Easy going (He doesn’t confront Pa about 

the missing dog food)
• Lonely
• Fond of children
• Caring (He came to check on Max)
• Wise (He advises Max on his research)

What information did you find about Uncle B?

Uncle B’s Background/Past

• He lives alone in 5B. 
• He never married. 

Things Change



I Thought You Couldn’t Stick Him 

On page 61, Max is puzzled by the way the neighbour is being talked about 
affectionately and that he has even been named Uncle B. His father’s views                

on his neighbour have certainly changed.

With your talk partners, 
you will hot seat Pa at 
this point in the story 
and see how his views 

have changed.

Decide who will ask the 
questions and who will 
take on the role of Pa. 



With your talk partner, look at 
Chapters 6 and 7 particularly to 

gather all the information you can 
about Uncle B as a character. If you 

have time, you could also look at 
the end of Chapter 5 (from page 42) 

to gather evidence.

Write your findings on Uncle B: 
Evidence in the Text Activity Sheet. 

Remember that the information you gathered on the Uncle B: Evidence in 
the Text Activity Sheet will help you to answer the questions.

I Thought You Couldn’t Stick Him 

Here are some questions or question 
starters to help you:

• How did you feel when…?
• Why are you grateful to Uncle B?
• What are Uncle B’s best qualities?
• Is there anything that still 

annoys you about Uncle B?
• Why did you…?
• Do you regret…?



Later in the lesson, you will be writing a character description                                     
of Uncle B and writing as if you are Pa.

A Character Description 

Here is a checklist for things to include when writing a character description.

A character description…

describes the character’s appearance;

describes the character’s background/past;

describes the character’s actions, thoughts and feelings;

describes the character’s personality.



Here is a description which Pa wrote about Uncle B before he knew him well.
Can you see the features from the checklist in this description?

A Character Description 

use different words for ‘said’ to 
explain how the speaker is speaking

use adverbs to explain how the 
speaker is speaking

explain what is going on in the 
background

explain what the speaker is doing

describes the character’s 
appearance;

describes the character’s 
background/past;

describes the character’s actions, 
thoughts and feelings;

describes the character’s 
personality.

The hedgehog from next door hasn’t always lived 
there. He appeared one day and that was that. He has 
been our neighbour ever since. We once thought there 
was a family of hedgehogs living there but he lives 
alone in that garden and since the new people moved 
into that house, he has lived like a king. They put out 
dog food for him. He is a very happy looking hedgehog 
– well wouldn’t you be if you were scoffing down dog 
food every day? He is about my age I’d say and is in 
good health. He has good strong, light brown spines 
and quite a pointed snout. 

He isn’t particularly friendly. Well he keeps himself to 
himself anyway. I’m pretty sure he doesn’t like me. I 
think he knows that it’s me who eats his dog food 
when he isn’t there. He always gives me funny looks. 

The hedgehog from next door hasn’t always lived 
there. He appeared one day and that was that. He has 
been our neighbour ever since. We once thought there 
was a family of hedgehogs living there but he lives 
alone in that garden and since the new people moved 
into that house, he has lived like a king. They put out 
dog food for him. He is a very happy looking hedgehog 
– well wouldn’t you be if you were scoffing down dog 
food every day? He is about my age I’d say and is in 
good health. He has good strong, light brown spines 
and quite a pointed snout. 

He isn’t particularly friendly. Well he keeps himself to 
himself anyway. I’m pretty sure he doesn’t like me. I 
think he knows that it’s me who eats his dog food 
when he isn’t there. He always gives me funny looks. 



A good character description should also include expanded noun phrases. 

Expanded Noun Phrases

The hedgehog from next door hasn’t always lived there. 

This is a prepositional phrase which expands the noun.

‘hedgehog’ on its own is just a noun but….

‘the hedgehog from next door’ is an expanded noun phrase.

The hedgehog from next door hasn’t always lived there. 

In addition, we could add in modifying adjectives to expand the noun phrase even more.

E.g. The old, large hedgehog from next door…



Can you expand on the nouns in these sentences by adding modifying adjectives 
and/or prepositional phrases.

Improving Sentences

Discuss your ideas with your partner.

Prepositions you could use:

from            with           beside           between            from            near

I first saw this hedgehog by the                         gnome   

He always eats his dog food on a                         plate       



What ideas did you have to improve the sentences by adding                              
expanded noun phrases?

Improving Sentences 

Possible ideas:

I first saw this hedgehog by the battered, old gnome with the tall red hat. 

modifying adjectives        preposition phrase       

He always eats his dog food on a shiny, blue plate with chips around the edges.

modifying adjectives        preposition phrase       



You will now be writing a description of Uncle B. You will be writing as if 
you are Pa once he gets to know his neighbour. 

Writing a Character Description

Work on your Writing a Character Description Activity Sheet.

Use ideas from your drama work and make sure you include the things listed on 
the checklist shown on this activity sheet. 



Read your description through.

Checking Your Work

On the checklist shown 
on your activity sheet, 
tick the features you 

have included and put 
a dot next to the ones 
that are not included.

Underline any expanded 
noun phrases you have 

used in your work 
using a coloured pen. 

Did I… Child Friend Teacher

Structure and Language

describe the character’s appearance?

describe the character’s background/past?

describe the character’s actions, thoughts 
and feelings?

describe the character’s personality?

Structure and Language

include expanded noun phrases?

Use capital letters, full stops, commas, ? 
and ! correctly?



Success Criteria

Aim
• I can write an effective character description.

• I can use drama and evidence from the text to explore characters.

• I can explore contrasting descriptions of characters. 

• I can use a checklist to help me write an effective character description.




