
Planning a Diary Entry



Success Criteria

Aim
• I can plan a diary entry.

• I can use my knowledge of the features of a diary to help me plan an effective 
diary entry.

• I can use effective words to describe feelings.

• I can explore ideas for my writing through drama and discussion. 



Describing Feelings

In a personal recount like a diary, personal emotions and feelings                           
are often shared with the reader.

Can you  generate a list of feelings words.

Here are some to get you started...

angry

frustrated

tired

joyful 



Describing Feelings

Use the bank of words you now have, and a thesaurus, to improve the feelings 
words in the extract from a diary.

Work with someone  to do this.

When I woke up, I felt tired but I got my little legs moving and I was soon up 
and about. After my breakfast, I felt good. I felt the moon on my back and I felt 
happy. 

It was then that I heard an unusual noise. I felt scared. I stood still and listened 
carefully. I felt nervous. It was a buzzing sound. 

After a few minutes, a plane flew past. I felt good then. I was no longer feeling 
scared. 



Meeting a New Hedgehog

One night, Max was out walking and he found a lost hedgehog. He looked after 
this hedgehog, showed him/her where to cross the road with the lollipop lady and 

made sure he/she felt like one of the family. 

Take some time to 
think about this 

character. You will 
make up all the details 

about the new 
hedgehog who will 
feature in your own 

piece of writing.



Meeting a New Hedgehog

Pretend that you are the new hedgehog.

Think for a few minutes about how you would answer these questions.

Are you male or female?
What is your name?
How old are you? (Wild hedgehogs live for 2-7 years and are adults by the time they are 10 or 11 months old.)

How did you get lost?
Where did you live before?
How would you describe your personality?
How did you feel just before meeting Max?
How did you feel after spending time with Max? 

Remember to choose effective words to describe feelings.



Hedgehogs on Hot Seats

Are you male or female?
What is your name?
How old are you? (Wild hedgehogs live for 2-7 years and are adults by the time they are 10 or 11 months old.)

How did you get lost?
Where did you live before?
How would you describe your personality?
How did you feel just before meeting Max?
How did you feel after spending time with Max? 

Remember to choose effective words to describe feelings.



Meeting a New Hedgehog

You are going to pretend that you are the new hedgehog and that you are        
writing in a diary at the end of the night you met Max.

Remember what you know about 
the features of a diary as you fill in 
your Planning Your Diary Entry 

Activity Sheet.



Success Criteria

Aim
• I can plan a diary entry.

• I can use my knowledge of the features of a diary to help me plan an effective 
diary entry.

• I can use effective words to describe feelings.

• I can explore ideas for my writing through drama and discussion. 




