
Planning a Descriptive Dialogue



Success Criteria

Aim
• I can plan a descriptive dialogue. 

• I can develop a character to take part in a dialogue.

• I can use drama to develop a dialogue.

• I can explore how using synonyms for ‘said’ and including adverbs can make 
dialogues more interesting.

• I can use a checklist to help me plan a descriptive dialogue.



Revising the Rules for Direct Speech

What rules for writing using direct speech can you remember from the last session?
Note them down on your whiteboard.

All spoken words are enclosed in inverted commas.

All non-spoken words are outside the inverted commas.

Only punctuation that is part of the direct speech should go inside inverted commas. 

If the end of the direct speech falls at the end of the sentence, only one punctuation 
mark is needed.

The break between speech and non-spoken words is normally signalled by a comma.

Always use a comma after the speech verb if it comes before direct speech.

If the speech verb comes before direct speech, then start the direct speech with a 
capital letter.



The reporting clause can be placed at the beginning, in the middle                               
or at the end of a sentence.

When a sentence using direct speech is split by a speech verb (said, shouted etc.), 
there should be one comma inside the inverted commas at the end of the first part 
of direct speech and a comma outside the inverted commas, after the speech verb. 

“But they must cross somewhere,” said Max.
Max said, “But they must cross somewhere.”

comma after speech verb

“They’re safe,” said Max to himself, “because the noisy monsters aren’t allowed up here!”

1st comma inside the 
inverted commas

lower case letter2nd comma before the 
inverted commas and 
after the speech verb

Revising the Rules for Direct Speech



Can you tell your talk partner where the mistakes are in this passage?

Spot the Mistake

“What was your favourite bit about the park”? Pansy asked Ma.

“I loved the flowers” replied Ma. “They were beautiful. How about you, Pansy”? “I 

loved hunting,” said Pansy. “I caught so many worms. I’m so full now.” Pa said 

“you can’t be as full as me! I’m stuffed!”

“What was your favourite bit about the park?” Pansy asked Ma.

“I loved the flowers,” replied Ma. “They were beautiful. How about you, Pansy?” 

“I loved hunting,” said Pansy. “I caught so many worms. I’m so full now.” 

Pa said, “You can’t be as full as me! I’m stuffed!”

The question mark should be inside the inverted. 

Capital letter for the 
start of direct speech 

following a speech verb. 
Comma after the speech 
verb before direct speech.

New line for a 
new speaker.

Commas.



When you are writing a dialogue, it can get a little boring if the word ‘said’ is 
overused. What other words for ‘said’ could you use?

Synonyms for Said

A synonym is a word that has                
the same (or nearly the same) 

meaning as another word in the 
same language.

With your talk partner, use a 
thesaurus to find synonyms for said. 

If you finish quickly, write some 
sentences using these verbs on               

your whiteboards. 



What synonyms did you find?

Synonyms for Said

murmured sighed whispered mumbled

muttered yelled roared

bellowed cried screamed shouted

called asked answered

replied responded announced



Adverbs can also be used to liven up a piece of dialogue writing.

Adverbs to Describe Speech

Adverbs tell the reader more about the verb.
Which is the adverb in this sentence?

“I saw a massive snake in the 
Park,” said Pansy proudly.

The adverb is ‘proudly.’ It tells 
us how Pansy said the sentence.



“What a lovely day we have had!”  
said Ma.

Can you discuss with your partner how you would improve these sentence           
by adding in adverbs and/or synonyms for said? 

Adverbs to Describe Speech

“I’m glad we didn’t get run over,”         
said Uncle B.

“I’m glad we didn’t get run over,” 
smiled Uncle B quietly. 

“What a lovely day we have had!” 
enthused Ma cheerfully.

Possible Answers

You could change this to….You could change this to….



Look at your hedgehog model which you made in the last session.

Your Hedgehog

You will be writing a dialogue 
starring your hedgehog but firstly 

you need to develop some character 
information about your hedgehog. 

Think carefully about the questions 
on Your Hedgehog Activity Sheet 

and fill in the answers.



Now that you have created a new hedgehog character, take a few minutes                     
to tell your talk partner about your hedgehog. 

Hedgehogs on Stage

You need to know about your 
partner’s hedgehog because they 

will be starring in a dialogue 
together later in the lesson.



Imagine that your hedgehog and your partner’s hedgehog have                                
found their way into a children’s playground.

Hedgehogs on Stage

They find the play equipment 
very interesting but sadly one of 

your hedgehogs gets his head 
stuck in a cup. Although the 

other hedgehog tries to help him, 
he really can’t get it off.

Act out this scenario with your 
hedgehog models from the 
moment they arrive in the 

playground to after the problem 
is solved. 



You will be writing a descriptive dialogue about the situation                                      
your hedgehogs just acted out.

Descriptive Dialogue

Here are the things you need to include when writing a descriptive dialogue.

A character description…

describes the character’s appearance;

describes the character’s background/past;

describes the character’s actions, thoughts and feelings;

describes the character’s personality.



use different words for ‘said’ to 
explain how the speaker is speaking

use adverbs to explain how the 
speaker is speaking

explain what is going on in the 
background

explain what the speaker is doing

Can you see these structure and language features in this passage?

Descriptive Dialogue

“That looks interesting,” remarked Colin as he spotted 
something in the flowerbeds.

“What’s that?” asked Nicky. She watched as he darted 
quickly over to what seemed to be a cup.

“I bet there’s still some ice cream in here,” commented 
Colin hopefully, as he pushed his long snout into the 
cup.

Nicky gazed over at where the children were still 
playing noisily on the play equipment. It was getting 
late and she thought they would be heading home 
soon. Her thoughts were interrupted by a very loud 
squealing sound. “Help!” yelled Colin fearfully. 

“That looks interesting,” remarked Colin as he spotted 
something in the flowerbeds.

“What’s that?” asked Nicky. She watched as he darted 
quickly over to what seemed to be a cup.

“I bet there’s still some ice cream in here,” commented 
Colin hopefully, as he pushed his long snout into the 
cup.

Nicky gazed over at where the children were still 
playing noisily on the play equipment. It was getting 
late and she thought they would be heading home 
soon. Her thoughts were interrupted by a very loud 
squealing sound. “Help!” yelled Colin fearfully. 

use different words for ‘said’ to 
explain how the speaker is speaking

use adverbs to explain how the 
speaker is speaking

explain what is going on in the 
background

explain what the speaker is doing



You should now plan your descriptive dialogue working on the Planning a 
Descriptive Dialogue Activity Sheet.

Planning a Descriptive Dialogue

Look carefully at the Descriptive Dialogue Marking Checklist as this will be used 
to evaluate your finished piece of writing.

Although we are focusing 
on this checklist when 

we evaluate our writing, 
you should use the skills 
you have developed in 
writing a character 

description and a setting 
description when 
working on this 

composition. 



Success Criteria

Aim
• I can plan a descriptive dialogue. 

• I can develop a character to take part in a dialogue.

• I can use drama to develop a dialogue.

• I can explore how using synonyms for ‘said’ and including adverbs can make 
dialogues more interesting.

• I can use a checklist to help me plan a descriptive dialogue.




