


Evaluating and Improving a Newspaper Report



Success Criteria

Aim
• I can evaluate my own writing.

• I can proofread for punctuation errors.

• I can use a checklist to check my own work.

• I can suggest ideas for improving my work.

• I can respond to feedback and make some changes to my work.

• I can proofread work for spelling and punctuation errors. 



Checking your work for punctuation errors                                                       
is an important skill to develop.

Proofread for Punctuation

Local milkman, Jarek Kowal, 32, found the 
contents of his milk van scattered over 
albion street pricklesford when he collided 
with an unexpected road user a small 
hedgehog the incident happened on the 
morning of tuesday 23rd march and 
although no one was injured Jarek was left 
feeling shocked and much of his stock was 
damaged

I braked hard and swerved to miss the 
hedgehog as soon as I saw him he told our 
reporter

What punctuation is missing 
in the opening of this 

newspaper report?

Local milkman, Jarek Kowal, 32, found the 
contents of his milk van scattered over 
Albion Street, Pricklesford when he collided 
with an unexpected road user - a small 
hedgehog. The incident happened on the 
morning of Tuesday 23rd March and,
although no one was injured, Jarek was left 
feeling shocked and much of his stock was 
damaged.

“I braked hard and swerved to miss the 
hedgehog as soon as I saw him,” he told our 
reporter.



Find the Missing Punctuation

Now show that you can spot punctuation mistakes by completing the 
Proofreading for Punctuation Activity Sheet.



Using a Checklist 

Here is the marking checklist 
for writing a newspaper report.

Read your own newspaper 
report through and think 

carefully about the questions 
posed in the checklist.

Fill in the first column. Tick 
the things you have already 

included and leave a blank or 
put a dot next to the things 
you still need to work on. 

Did I… Child Friend Teacher

Structure and Language

include the name of the 
newspaper?

include a headline?

include an introductory 
paragraph that includes 
the 5 Ws?

include pictures with 
captions?

include facts about the 
main events?

write in third person and 
past tense?

include quotes written as 
direct speech?



Responding to Feedback

Think carefully about what improvements you could make to your writing. 

Edit and improve your work.

Do your editing work in a different colour so that you and your teacher 
can clearly see the improvements you have made.

Read the comments on the Newspaper Report Marking Checklist and look at the 
features you still need to include in your report. 



Success Criteria

Aim
• I can evaluate my own writing and that of others.

• I can proofread for punctuation errors.

• I can use a checklist to check my own and a friend’s work.

• I can suggest ideas for improving my friend’s work.

• I can respond to feedback and make some changes to my work.

• I can proofread work for spelling and punctuation errors. 




