


Writing a Newspaper Report



Success Criteria

Aim
• I can write a newspaper report using my knowledge of the features 

used in this style of writing.

• I can use my plan and a checklist to help me write a newspaper report.

• I can organise my writing into paragraphs.

• I can understand how to use the present perfect tense. 



Let’s recap the work we did last lesson on the present perfect tense.

Revising the Present Perfect Tense

The present perfect tense is used when talking about something that started in  
the past but might be true now too or affects something that happens today.

Gladys is still a crossing patrol officer so we 
need to use the present perfect. 

Simple past

Gladys was a crossing                    
patrol officer.

Present perfect

Gladys has worked as a crossing patrol 
officer since 2003.



Revising the Present Perfect Tense

Gladys has worked as a crossing patrol officer since 2003.

The present perfect tense is used when talking about something that started in  
the past but might be true now too or affects something that happens today.

The present perfect uses the 
relevant form of have…

followed by the past participle 
(usually formed by add the suffix -ed 

or -en to the verb).



You will be writing a newspaper report about the incident where the milkman 
crashed his van because Max ran into the road.

Let’s think about sentences the milkman 
might say which could be included in the 

newspaper report.

Revising the Present Perfect Tense

I have worked as a milkman                 
for ten years now.



Let’s think about sentences the milkman might say which could                           
be included in the newspaper report.

Can you write a sentence in the present 
perfect tense which could be spoken by the 

milkman? Remember he will be talking about 
things he has been doing over a period of time. 

Revising the Present Perfect Tense

Here are some past participles to help you…

driven
seen

spoken 
decided
admired

I have…



Preparing to Write 

Here is a checklist for writing a newspaper report.
We will use this to help us with planning a report. 

Did I…

include the name of the newspaper?

include a headline?

include an introductory paragraph that includes the 5 Ws?

include pictures with captions?

include facts about the main events?

write in third person and past tense?

include quotes written as direct speech?

include a conclusion paragraph to explain what might happen next?

You can just write 
in the simple past 

but if you can write 
at least two present 
perfect sentences, it 
would make your 

writing even better.

Take a few minutes 
to look at your plan 

from the last 
session.



Write your report on the Writing a 
Newspaper Report Sheet.

Writing Your Newspaper Report

Use your plan and your checklist to help you write a newspaper report                   
about the incident where Max caused the milk van to crash. 



Success Criteria

Aim
• I can write a newspaper report using my knowledge of the features 

used in this style of writing.

• I can use my plan and a checklist to help me write a newspaper report.

• I can organise my writing into paragraphs.

• I can understand how to use the present perfect tense. 




