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Geography Year 1/2 Lesson 3 of 5 

Learning ObjectiveLearning Objective ResourcesResources

To be able to use a map and symbols to navigate 
around a farm. 
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Challenge Card (FSD? activity only)
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Teaching InputTeaching InputTeaching InputTeaching Input

• Show children the picture of the farmer from lesson 2 on the slides. What can you remember about his 
farm? What was it like? What different buildings and features did it have? Children to discuss ideas, 
then check the list on the slides. 

• Tell children that today they are going to be using a map to help them find their way around the farm. 
Why are maps important? What do we use them for? Children to share their suggestions. 

• Explain that a useful way to navigate around a map is to use compass directions. Show children the 
compass on the slides and explain how it works. 

• Use a compass to identify north, south, east and west in the classroom, then ask children to stand up 
and face north. Call out different directions (i.e. north, south, east or west) and ask children to face each 
one until they get the hang of it. 

• Show children the first map of the farm on the slides. What can you see? Explain that when you are 
reading a map, it is easier to use symbols and a key. Show children the second map and explain that 
the key shows what each of the different places on the map are. Ask children questions, e.g. Where is 
the milking shed? Where are the crops grown? Where is the office? 

• Go through the questions on the slides where children have to describe where different places on the 
map are using appropriate locational language (e.g. near, far, next to) as well as the compass points. 
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Main ActivityMain ActivityMain ActivityMain Activity
Lower ability:

Cut out the Tractor Pieces and 
laminate them so that children can 
‘drive’ their tractors around the 
map. Provide children with Farm 
Map A and a set of the Direction 
Cards. Support children in reading 
the directions and moving the 
tractor around the map according 
to the instructions.

Middle ability:

Cut out the Tractor Pieces and 
laminate them so that children can 
‘drive’ their tractors around the 
map. Provide children with Farm 
Map B and a set of the Direction 
Cards. Children to follow the 
directions to navigate around the 
map. 
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laminate them so that children can 
‘drive’ their tractors around the 
map. Provide children with Farm 
Map B and a set of the Direction 
Cards. Children to follow the 
directions to navigate around the 
map. 

Higher ability:

Provide children with Farm Map B 
and worksheet 3A. Children to use 
the map to answer the questions.   

Fancy something different…?Fancy something different…?Fancy something different…?Fancy something different…?

• Provide children with the blank farm map on worksheet 3B and one of the Challenge Cards. Children to 
follow the directions on the card to create their own map of a farm, using the key to show where each 
part is. Higher ability children could design theirs from scratch on a sheet of plain paper. 

• When finished, encourage children to describe where the different places on their farm are, using 
appropriate directional language.
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PlenaryPlenary Assessment QuestionsAssessment Questions
Where else might you use a map to help you find 
your way around something? Children to discuss their 
ideas (e.g. at a theme park, at a museum, etc.). 
Encourage children to talk about examples of maps 
they have used out of school. 
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• Do children know the four compass points? 
• Can children use compass points and 

appropriate locational language to navigate 
around a map? 

• Can children use symbols in a map?
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At the Farm


