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What Happened Next?
Part A
Answer these questions, sharing your ideas about what you think might have 
happened after the end of the story. 

1. What do you think happened to the beanstalk after the end of the story? 

  

 

2. Did Jack, his mother and Daisy stay in their house forever or did they 
move? 

  

 

3. What happened to Jack when he became a man? 

  

 

4. Did the man have any more magic beans and if so, what did he do with 
them? 

  

 

5. What else do you think happened to Jack and 

his family? 
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Can you add in some effective adjectives and adverbs to improve your story?  
Challenge Task

What Happened Next?
Part B
Write the next part of the story to explain what happened to Jack and his 
family after the point at which ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’ ends. (Maybe Jack 
finds some more beans and has another adventure up a beanstalk.)
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What Happened Next? Answers
Part A
Answer these questions, sharing your ideas about what you think might have 
happened after the end of the story. 

1. What do you think happened to the beanstalk after the end of the story? 
I think that the beanstalk lay on the ground outside Jack’s house and they 
chopped it up into smaller bits and placed it on the compost heap. It turned 
brown and rotted away but Jack didn’t want to forget the beanstalk so he 
planted a beautiful tree there to mark the spot.

2. Did Jack, his mother and Daisy stay in their house forever or did they 
move? 
Although Jack and his mother did have enough money to move to a different 
house, they stayed in that cottage forever.

3. What happened to Jack when he became a man? 
When Jack grew up, he stayed in the house with his mother as she grew 
older but he had lots of friends who came to visit him. He took golden eggs to 
market every week to sell and sometimes he held concerts when people would 
come and listen to the harp.

4. Did the man have any more magic beans and if so, what did he do with 
them? 
The man did have some more beans and he gave them to Jack. Jack planted 
them and another beanstalk grew. Jack climbed the beanstalk and at the 
top, there was just a field filled with rabbits. Jack relaxed there for a while and 
then came back down. 

5. What else do you think happened to Jack and his family? 
Jack and his mother got a pet dog. They called it Beano. It chased the hen at 
first but they soon became friends. 



English | Year 2 | Guided Reading | Jack and the Beanstalk: Activity Plan 4 of 4

Can you add in some effective adjectives and adverbs to improve your story?  
Challenge Task

What Happened Next? Answers
Part B
Write the next part of the story to explain what happened to Jack and his 
family after the point at which ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’ ends. (Maybe Jack 
finds some more beans and has another adventure up a beanstalk.)

Jack had been just a boy when he escaped from the giant’s castle and after his 
adventure up the beanstalk, as the years went on, he always wanted to have 
another adventure. 

When Jack was about thirty years old, he went to find the man who had given 
him the magic beans. Jack had seen him regularly since his exciting adventure up 
the beanstalk. Jack had bought Daisy back from him and, when Jack went to the 
market to sell his golden eggs, Jack would see the mysterious man out and about 
in the local town or on the road into town. Jack found him easily that day. He still 
had his sparkly yellow cloak, although his curly moustache was turning white.

“Hello, Jack,” smiled the man cheerily as he saw Jack coming towards him.

“Hello, Giles,” replied Jack enthusiastically. “I was hoping that I would see you!”

Jack asked Giles if he had any more beans like the ones that he had given to Jack 
all those years ago. Amazingly, Giles pulled some straight from his pocket and 
held them out on his wrinkly palm for Jack to see.

“How much for those beans?” asked Jack, feeling excited.

“They are yours for just one golden egg,” replied Giles.

The deal was done. Jack gave Giles a golden egg and scurried home with the beans 
in his pocket.

When Jack got home, he wasted no time in burying the rather shrivelled beans in 
the garden. He gave them plenty of water and told his mother what he had done. 
He went to bed feeling very excited to see the beanstalk the next morning.

When he woke up, he was disappointed to see that nothing had grown. Jack stared 
in disbelief at the bare patch of earth where the beans had been planted but he 
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What Happened Next? Answers
did not lose faith and, assuming that the beans had grown older and so would just 
work a little more slowly, continued to check on them every day. 

Several days passed. Several weeks passed. Several months passed. Jack accepted 
that the beans were not going to grow.

“Never mind,” said his mother, patting him on the back gently. “One adventure 
is enough for a lifetime.”

“Yes,” said Jack, “and we have everything we need in life but I would have 
enjoyed one last adventure.”


