
Writing an 
Explanation Text



Success Criteria

Aim
• I can write an explanation text.

• I can use visual aids to help me organise my ideas.

• I can group key words for each paragraph.

• I can use explanation features in my writing.



Suck It Up!

Can you solve my problem for me?

I’m very thirsty. I have a cup of water but 
I’m not allowed to pick it up or bend down 

to drink from it. How can I get a drink?



Thirsty Plants
Do trees and sunflowers use straws to get a drink? How do they get their water?



Thirsty Plants

Technical Language Causal Connectives Time Adverbials



Link It Together
What type of words do we use to show how one stage in the process causes the next? 

Because they are brightly coloured, the bees are attracted to the flowers.

The bees are attracted to the flowers because they are brightly coloured.

Causal Connectives
Used to link and event with its cause.

The bees are 
attracted to the 

flowers.

The flowers 
are brightly 

coloured.



Link It Together
What type of words do we use to show how a process follows in chronological order? 

The pod bursts open and the seeds are released once the pod is ripe enough.

Once the seed pods are ripe enough, the pod bursts open and the seeds 
are released.

Causal Connectives
Used to link and event with its cause.

The seed pods are ripe enough. The pod bursts open and the 
seeds are released.



Explanation Features
Can you explain how plants transport water? Use our word bank of technical 
vocabulary, causal connectives and time adverbials to help you. Are you using 

explanation features? Compare your work with the Explanations Checklist.
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