


Success Criteria

Aim
I can plan a formal letter.

I can plan a formal letter using paragraphs independently.

I can use what I know about letter writing to help me plan a letter.

I can show I understand the features of a letter in my planning. 



The Story of Hansel and Gretel

Who can remember how the story goes?

Let’s go over the story one more time…

But, what about before the story began?

You have heard the story of Hansel and 
Gretel and you know what happened 
throughout the story.



Witch’s Advert

One day, this advert appeared in the Storyland Post Office…



Witch’s Advert

Talk to someone for 30 seconds about the following: 

• Which character(s) in the story of Hansel and Gretel would want 

to get in touch with the witch?

• Why would they want to get in touch?

• What would they want from her?

• How would they get in touch with her?



Letters

When do we write letters? What types of letters are there?
Can you name any features of letter writing?
Here is an example of a letter the witch received:

Address

DateGreeting

Introduction
Main body 

of letter
Paragraphs

Yours sincerely Conclusion

Signature



Ask the Witch
Hot seat the witch. 
Ask questions that will inform your letter writing, such as:

Ask her what she can do for you.

How can she do this?

When can she do it?

Where can she do it?

What will be the consequences?

Remember, you are in the role of Hansel and Gretel's stepmother, 
Mrs Schnitzel, who will be writing a letter to the witch to ask for 
her help to get rid of her stepchildren. You will be using this 
information in your letter planning in this lesson.



A Letter to the Witch
Task:
Write a letter from Hansel and Gretel’s stepmother, Mrs Schnitzel, to 
the Witch.

Use your Letter Planning Activity Sheet to help record your ideas.



Witch’s Letter

You have a copy of 
the reply the witch sent to 
the Big Bad Wolf.

However, she has made several 
mistakes. Can you find them and 
highlight them?



Witch’s Letter

Now Mrs Witch can send her reply 
to the Big Bad Wolf.
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