
Recognising Explanation 
Features 



How Did That 
Beanstalk Get There?

Jack’s friend Jill would 
love to have her own 

beanstalk up to the Giant’s 
castle. She thinks there 

could be even more 
treasure hidden there!

Can you tell someone how 
another beanstalk could 

appear? You could use the 
key words to help you.

seed

flower

root

stem

soil
grow

light

water



Tell Me How It Happens
What were you trying to tell someone just now? What do we call this type of talk?

Explanation / Explaining Something



What Is an Explanation Text?

Flowering Plant Life Cycle
Have you ever wondered how plants grow? 

1. Plants begin life as a 
seed. If the seed has 
water and warmth, it 
germinates (starts to 
grow). First, a root
appears, growing 
down into the soil. 
After that, a greeny-
yellow shoot pushes 
up towards the light.



What Is an Explanation Text?

2. As soon as the tiny shoot 
is tall enough, it produces 
green leaves at the top. 
These are the factory of 
the plant, using sunshine 
and water to create food 
to build more leaves, the 
stem and flowers. This is 
called photosynthesis.



What Is an Explanation Text?

3. Because the flowers are 
brightly-coloured, they 
attract insects such as bees. 
Within each flower, tiny 
grains of pollen are found 
on short stalks. The bees 
come to collect this pollen 
for their food. As they go 
from plant to plant, some of 
it brushes off and falls into 
other flowers. This is called 
pollination. As a result, the 
pollen mixes with tiny egg 
cells and this makes a seed. 



What Is an Explanation Text?

4. Once the flower has been 
pollinated, the coloured 
petals fall off and the 
base of the flower starts 
to swell up into a fruit as 
the seeds grow.

5. Eventually, the fruit 
ripens and the seeds are 
released. This is called 
seed dispersal. This 
means the whole cycle 
can begin again as a 
new plant starts to grow. 



Explanation Features

Flowering Plant Life Cycle
Have you ever wondered how plants grow? 

This fascinating presentation will explain it all for you.

1. Plants begin life as a 
seed. If the seed has 
water and warmth, it 
germinates (starts to 
grow). First, a root
appears, growing 
down into the soil. 
After that, a greeny-
yellow shoot pushes 
up towards the light.

What kind of text is this? Explanation

What do explanation texts have in common?



Explanation Features

How Do Plants Flowers?
Have you ever wondered how plants grow? 

This fascinating presentation will explain it all for you.

1. Plants begin life as a 
seed. If the seed has 
water and warmth, it 
germinates (starts to 
grow). First, a root
appears, growing 
down into the soil. 
After that, a greeny-
yellow shoot pushes 
up towards the light.

question title

short opening that 
includes a question

technical 
language



What Is an Explanation Text?

4. Once the flower has been 
pollinated, the coloured 
petals fall off and the 
base of the flower starts 
to swell up into a fruit as 
the seeds grow.

5. Eventually, the fruit 
ripens and the seeds are 
released. This is called 
seed dispersal. This 
means the whole cycle 
can begin again as a 
new plant starts to grow. 

stages in 
chronological order



What Is an Explanation Text?

4. Once the flower has been 
pollinated, the coloured 
petals fall off and the 
base of the flower starts 
to swell up into a fruit as 
the seeds grow.

5. Eventually, the fruit 
ripens and the seeds are 
released. This is called 
seed dispersal. This 
means the whole cycle 
can begin again as a 
new plant starts to grow. 

diagrams, photos or 
illustrations

captions



Explanation Features
Can you remember which part of the explanation text is which?

With your partner, label the text on your activity sheet.




