
Editing a Traditional Tale



Success Criteria

Aim
• I can edit and improve a traditional tale.

• I can use a checklist to assess my own writing.

• I can identify features of traditional tales in my writing.

• I can use a checklist to check my friend’s work and suggest changes.

• I can make improvements to my writing.



A Good Story…
Can you find examples of Description, Action and Dialogue in this section of the story?

Strolling casually back from picking fresh vegetables in the field, Jack 
suddenly heard a terrible noise; his lovely cow was mooing as if she 
was in dreadful pain! He raced to the cottage garden just in time to 
see the giant (with the cow under his arm) leaping to the dangling 
end of the thick, golden rope.

“Stop, thief!” Jack yelled. “Where are you going with my cow?” 
Furiously, he scrambled up the rope after the giant, but couldn’t 
catch him. The giant laughed over his shoulder.

“Ha ha!” he roared at Jack, “I’m going to have her milk every day for 
breakfast.” His powerful hands hauled him on up the rope, while the 
terrified cow mooed over and over again. Jack was left behind far 
below, desperately trying to catch up.



Can We Improve a Story?
Let’s read this section. What do you like about it? Is there anything you 

would like to change?

Jack climbed up the rope and the 
giant climbed up the rope. Jack 
shouted at the giant. 

When they got to the top, the 
giant undid the rope. He told his 
wife he had a new cow. Jack 
followed them into the garden.



Edit A Friend’s Work

Ask someone to read your story 
and tell you 2 things they like 
about it. .

Use the checklist to assess your 
story and give a suggestion for 
how you can improve your work.



Your Turn!

Can you edit and improve your work? 
Use a different colour so you can see 

the changes you make.
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