
Compass Directions!



What are directions?

Directions tell us where something is.

Directions help us to find out how to get somewhere.

To follow directions on a map, you need to know where 
North, East, South and West are.



This is a compass!
Have you ever used one? 

What Is This?



How Does a Compass Work?
A compass has:

A magnetic 
needle which can 
move freely. 

Wherever you 
stand on earth, a 
compass will 
always point to 
the north 
magnetic pole! 

Compasses have 
been used for 
over 2000 years! 

If the needle points to the N on the compass dial, then the compass is 
pointing north and can be used to find directions. 

A dial used to 
show direction. 



What Are the Points of a Compass?
These are the main four points of the compass:
North, East, South and West.

They are the called the cardinal points of the compass.

Can you think 
of any rhymes 

to help you 
remember the 
cardinal points 
of the compass?



What Are the Points of a Compass?
This rhyme is easy to remember…

Naughty

Elephants 

Squirt 

Water



Welcome to Maptown Zoo!
This is a map of a Zoo.
All maps should have a north arrow showing which way is north.

Hint: north usually points to the top of the map!

If you were standing by 
the aquarium, which 
direction would you walk 
to go to:

a) The Lion Enclosure?

b) Orangutan Oval?



Can you remember the four 
cardinal points of a compass?

Can you draw a compass in 
your book and label the four 

cardinal points of the 
compass? 



Compass Points Game

1. Choose an area of your garden or house and label them as points on 
a compass - North, East, South and West. You could do this with 
paper or if you are outside, you could use chalk!

2. Stand in the middle of your compass points and ask an adult or 
your brother or sister to shout out the compass point and a fun way 
of moving to it.

3. For example: 
Hop like a bunny to the North!
Slide like a snake to the South!
Walk backwards to the West!
Tip-toe to the East!

4. Most importantly, have fun year 1 and do your P.E. while practising     
your compass points.




